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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


When I took over as TLA Presi- 
dent I congratulated myself on 
drawing such a splendid year in 
which to serve my turn. My pred- 
ecessors had done all the real 
work. They had fought the big 
battles and brought to a happy 
conclusion the major campaigns 
and programs that have long oc- 
cupied the minds of Tennessee’s 
librarians. The State Library Re- 
organization Bill was passed by the 
Legislature, and the new Library 
and Archives Commission ap- 
pointed by the Governor. The 
Library’s budgets for the next two 
years were considerably increased, 
and the new State Library building 
was finally underway. Certainly 
now everyone would be wanting to 
relax for awhile, at least as far as 
state problems were concerned. 


However, it didn’t take long for 
me to realize that Tennessee librar- 
ians don’t believe in relaxing, or 
coasting along. I have yet to come 
across one who is content to wait 
while the new building goes up or 
until the new Commission has had 
a chance to become familiar with 
the work of the State Library. 
Everyone wants to push right 
ahead. And they are right. There 
are important questions to be an- 
swered and problems to be solved. 
This is a time for serious thought 
and study and discussion. Nobody 
claims now to know how the state 
library program should best be ex- 
panded to cover the entire state 
and it’s going to take everyone 
thinking and talking about the 
problems and needs of the service 
to discover and illuminate the right 
answers that will soon be needed. 


The top accomplishment of the 
summer has been the Public Li- 


brary Development Committee’s 
preparation of a Tentative Report 
on the state library program in 
time for the first meeting of the 
new Library and Archives Com- 
mission. Reactivated by Mrs. Sum- 


mers just before the Memphis 
meeting, the Committee had only 
two months to pick a consultant, 
set her to work examining the |- 
brary situation in Tennessee and 
preparing the preliminary report, 
meet again to consider this manu. 
script and prepare their own report 
for the Commission, and submit 
this to the president of the T.L.A. 
for forwarding to the State Li- 
brarian. The Association owes a 
particular debt of thanks to Mrs. 
Schenk who did such a splendid job § 
that the Committee was able to 
pass on her report to the Commis- 
sion with only minor changes, and 
to Mr. Shaw who directed the Com- 
mittee’s activities in a truly mas- 
terly fashion. No one has rendered 
a greater service to Tennessee li- 
brarianship in a year’s time than 
Gerald Shaw has just done for us, 
and his departure from Tennessee 
this month to become City Man- 
ager of Greensboro, N. C. is a sad 
loss. 


The TENNESSEE LIBRARIAN 
will continue to be published in 
Nashville, with a small editorial 
board dividing the responsibility 
for the articles in each issue s0 
that nobody has to carry too big a 
load. We have been able to in 
crease the amount of advertising 
in this issue, but further increases 
will be needed if the magazine is 
finally to pay for itself. We also 
hope to see the day when people 
will voluntarily submit articles for 
the consideration of the editors 
rather than require them to plan 
and ask for everything that goes 
into each issue. 


All T.L.A. committee appoint- 
ments for the year have now been 
made and it is hoped that the 
members of the Association will 
share with the new chairman any 
ideas that they may have regard- 
ing the work of their committees 
so that the best possible results can 
be achieved. These chairmen are: 


Sei 





Public Libraries Section 

School Libraries Section 
College & University Libraries Sec.. 
Membership Committee . 

Intellectual Freedom Committee 


Recruiting Committee.........0000000000000..... 
Federal Relations Coordinator.............. 


Jesse Cunningham and Bernard 
Foy have been reappointed to the 
Planning Committee for a three- 
year term and Dr. Kuhlman has 
been appointed a member to suc- 
ceed Mr. Dorris. 


The Association needs more 
members and more money to carry 
on its business. Everyone who be- 
longs to the A.L.A. should belong 
to his state association. But more 
than money the T.L.A., like any 
other professional group, needs 
ideas. We need members who pay 


Elizabeth Edwards, Chattanooga 
_Mattye Jackson, Memphis 
Hal Smith. Johnson City 
....Mrs. Karl Kaestle, Memphis 
.R. A. Schlueter, Oak Ridge 
Elise Draper, Johnson City 
..Martha Parks, Nashville 


their dues but even more do we 
need members who think and plan 
and dream and who are able and 
willing to share their ideas and ex- 
periences and hopes for the future. 
If we all care enough, and share 
enough, we will all have enough, 
as far as ideas are concerned, to 
develop the kind of library pro- 
gram that we should have in Ten- 
nessee. 


ROBERT S. ALVAREZ, 
President 
Tennessee Library Association 


THE WORK OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 


One thing often leads to another, 
and this is especially true in the 


case of committees that do a par- 
ticularly good job on the “one 


thing,” assigned them. Sixteen 
months ago, Mrs. Summers ap- 
pointed a committee, headed by 
Mr. Gerald Shaw of the University 
of Tennessee’s Municipal Advisory 
_ Service in Knoxville, to prepare a 
report on the reorganization of the 
State Library. They did their work 
so well that when, a short time 
later, it seemed desirable to (a) 
examine and appraise the state 
library program in the interim 
period between passage of the act 
setting up the Library Commission 
and the taking of office of the 
Commissioners, and (b) to suggest 
redirection if necessary, this com- 
mittee was reactivated and given 
the job. 


Taking the name “Public Library 
Development Committee”, the 
group held the first of its four 
meetings at the Memphis conven- 
tion. Chairman Gerald Shaw 
pointed out that the work of the 


Committee must be completed by 
July 2, 1951 in order that the re- 
port might be available to the 
newly appointed members of the 
State Library Commission who 
would take office on that date. Mrs. 
Summers was authorized to secure 
the best qualified Consultant avail- 


‘able to prepare the preliminary re- 


port. Everyone at the convention’s 
business session was urged to send 
their suggestions and comments to 
Mr. Shaw before May 10th. 


Chairman Shaw, Dr. Alvarez, 
Mrs. Shadow, and Mrs. Summers, 
met with the Consultant, Mrs. 
Gretchen K. Schenk, in Nashville 
on May 24, 1951 to consider the ob- 
jectives and scope of the survey. 
Dr. Robison and Miss Parks joined 
the group later in the day. Mr. 
Shaw outlined the following func- 
tions of the Committee: 


1. Examination of existing li- 
brary services 


2. Evaluation, with considera- 
tion of statewide expansion 
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3. Preparation of a report for 
the Library & Archives Com- 
mission, designed 


a) To make the Commission 
aware of the present prob- 
lems and needs 


b) To give direction to the 
Commission’s initial think- 
ing 

c) To point up the need for a 
more thorough study be- 
fore existing patterns be- 
come too fixed. 


Limitations of time and money 
made it necessary to limit the area 
of the survey, and so the Commit- 
tee decided to pass up the Archives 
and Historical work and the State 
Library service and confine itself 
to the extension and regional li- 
brary work. This extension field 
is the one that has experienced the 
greatest change—from a_ sub- 
ordinate role in a big department 
to a major part of a smaller agency 
—and it provides the chief point 
of contact with the people of the 
State. 


Mr. Shaw pointed out a number 
of questions that had been raised 
in letters to him. For example: (a) 
are regions too large or too small 
and how can they be logically ar- 
ranged? (b) What are the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of 
having regions administered by 
state colleges, and should there be 
one, or several, patterns? (c) How 
should state funds best be shared? 
(d) What about counties not now 
served? (e) What about the city 
libraries? (f) What about the in- 
dependent county libraries? (g) 
What about regional library boards, 
for which there is now no provi- 
sion? (h) Should the regional pro- 
gram be centralized or decentral- 
ized? 


It was agreed that Mrs. Schenk’s 
report would raise questions and 
point out guiding principles. It 
would try to identify problems and 
indicate how they might be solved. 


The idea would be to provide g 
frame of reference for the Commis. 
sion, rather than to present a blue 
print for Tennessee or a set of 
definite recommendations. 


Mrs. Schenk stayed in Nashville 
another day to talk with Dr. Robi- 
son and Miss Parks and to visit the 
regional library in Murfreesboro, 
Returning to Summerdale, Ala- 
bama, she set to work on her report 
and, within two weeks time, had a 
11-page manuscript on Mr. Shaw’s 
desk, accompanied by a map of 
Tennessee showing a_ suggested 
division into ten regions of over 
200,000 population apiece. 


A third meeting of the Commit- 
tee was held in Nashville on June 
28th to consider this very complete 
report. Although it was regarded 
as a working paper, the report was 
thought to be so fine that few 
changes were made in it. It wasa 
relatively simple matter to change 
the wording here and then to give 
greater emphasis to certain points 


that the Committee felt required 
slightly different treatment, and to 
omit the map and the recommended 
division of the state, and to get 
copies into the hands of the Com- 
missioners before they adjourned 


their organizational meeting at 


noon on July 2, 1951. 


Later in July some questions 
arose as to one or two paragraphs 
that seemed to warrant more care- 
ful attention before this Tentative 
Report of the Committee was sup- 
erseded with the Final Report 
that would be presented to the 
members of the Association, as 
well as to the Library and Archives 
Commission, to wind up the work 
of the Committee. To take care 
of the matter, the Committee met 
again in Nashville on September 
23, 1951 and quickly approved 4 
slightly revised Final Report. 
Copies were then prepared and 
given to the members of the Com- 
mission who gathered at the State 
Library for their second meeting 
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the following morning, at which 
time they heard from Mrs. Tom 
Ragland who had been appointed to 
study and report on the Public Li- 
brary Development Committee’s 
manuscript. 


The Committee’s Final Report is 
presented below, and it is to be 
hoped that all members of the As- 
sociation will study it carefully, 


think and talk about it, and share 
their views with the authorities 
who will be having to make the 
decisions ahead. Or you can ad- 
dress your comments and sugges- 
tions to your TLA President who 
will be happy to see that they get 
the proper attention. 


ROBERT S. ALVAREZ 
Nashville Public Library 


STATE-WIDE LIBRARY SERVICE FOR TENNESSEE— 
FINAL REPORT 


Prepared by the Public Library Development Committee of the Tennessee 
Library Association 


No matter how eager the newly 
appointed Library Commission and 
officials of the State Library may 
be to get a revised program of serv- 
ice under way, the pressing de- 
mands of the State Library build- 
ing now under construction will 
inevitably overshadow all other ac- 
tivities during the coming year. 


This does not mean that steps 
cannot or should not be taken to 
implement any changes which the 
Library Commission may decide on 
in its long range planning. Indeed, 
the interim can be used very profit- 
ably to acquaint librarians, trus- 
tees and citizens with some prob- 
lems and their proposed solutions. 
Should legislation be required, for 
example, that can be drafted and 
discussed at district meetings of 
TLA and CLM and readied for in- 
troduction in the next legislature. 
Such activities can be a profitable 
mvestment of time pending the 
completion of the new building and 
the ensuing move. Only after the 
move is completed and the State 
Library settled in its new quarters 
can Dr. Robison and the Library 
Commission and staff be expected 
to give their undivided attention to 
the expanding activities under the 
new State Library law. 


The present cursory overview of 
the state’s library services can deal 
with but two phases, both con- 
cerned with library service to the 


citizens of Tennessee. One is the 
expanding reference and inter-li- 
brary loan service to existing li- 
braries and to citizens now without 
library service. The other concerns 
itself with an appraisal of the pos- 
sibilities of extending service to all 
residents of Tennessee. 


STATE-WIDE REFERENCE AND 
INTER-LIBRARY LOAN 
SERVICE 


Beginning July 1st the State 
Library will become responsible for 
state-wide reference service and the 
supplementing of existing collec- 
tions in libraries. During the next 
twelve months it would seem ad- 
visable, therefore, that the State 
Library Commission draw up a 
code or set of principles under 
which this service will be given, so 
that librarians and citizens may 
know what they may expect from 
their State Library. The code 
would necessarily have to carry the 
proviso that it would be changed as 
experience was gathered. 


Because the State Library is em- 
barking on this program very late 
and funds are limited, it would be 
very valuable if the person placed 
in charge of this service knew the 
libraries of the state and their 
book collections as intimately as 
possible. Then the fullest possible 
use could be made of inter-library* 
loans and unnecessary duplication 
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avoided. Because of the peculiar 
qualifications necessary to carry on 
this important phase of the State 
Library program, present profes- 
sional personnel within the existing 
library organization would seem to 
offer definite possibilities for ap- 
pointment to head this activity. 


A study of the state-wide refer- 
ence and inter-library loan service 
as now given by such states as 
Louisiana, Georgia, Ohio, Michigan 
and others ought to be made during 
the next year so that the service 
can be set up soon after the State 
Library has moved. Though it will 
legally be possible to offer the serv- 
ice next month, preliminary work 
now will make it possible to exploit 
the new program to the fullest ex- 
tent later. To become fully ac- 
quainted with the necessary forms, 
procedures, objectives and the like, 
a personal visit to Louisiana at 
least is urged for the person or 
persons who will have charge of 
the service. 


Recommendations: Preparation 
should be begun as soon as possible 
to inaugurate state-wide reference 
and inter-library loan service. 


STATE-WIDE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
SERVICE 


The term “state-wide public li- 
brary service” is used here in order 
to point toward a broader concept 
of State Library services to in- 
clude all types of public libraries— 
municipal, county and multi-county 
or regional. 


Only through a strong integra- 
tion of now existing public library 
service and a well-thought-out pro- 
gram of extending it to cover yet 
unserved areas will Tennessee 
reach the goals outlined in 1948. 


Judged by potential strength, 
Tennessee’s Library extension 
service has been built on a solid 
foundation. This brief investiga- 
.tion revealed no steps that need to 
be retraced, nothing that needs to 


be undone. A redirection of think. 
ing and policies are called for at 
this point, however. 


Size of Regions 


The question has been raised 
whether the regions are too large 
or too small. Armstrong’s study of 
library finance and the efficient 
sized library unit made for the 
Public Library Inquiry definitely 
shows that, for numerous reasons, 
a population unit of at least 200,000. 
is required to provide economically 
efficient library service. 


The West Tennessee (U.T. Jr. 
Col.) regional library has already 
proved some of the benefits of a 
large organization. There are seven 
employees on the staff at present, 
in contrast to three regions with 
but two employees, three with 
three, and one with four. In other 
words, the regions are not too 
large. The staffs are too small to be 
efficient. A thorough study of the 
regions would undoubtedly reveal 
other advantages. 


Recommendation: That considera- 
tion be given to enlarging the 
regions in order to provide the 
most efficient and economical type 
of service. Provided, however, that 
a thorough study and investigation 
be made preliminary thereto, s0 
that the reorganization of regional 
library service may be based on the 
overall state-wide needs, and taking 
local and area problems and re- 
quirements into proper considera- 
tion. A map of the existing regions 
is being supplied. 


Contracts and Boards 


Historically, the idea of con- | 
tracts stems from the TVA which 
succeeded so admirably in getting 
its work done through making 
temporary contracts with existing 
agencies and then cancelling the 
contract when the work was com- 
pleted. 


Library service, however, is not 
temporary and should look toward 
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a more permanent form of or- 
ganization at the local level and on 
a broad regional base. Judged by 
printing information and brief in- 
vestigation, the present method of 
making contracts with existing 
agencies tends to remove the re- 
gional library from local control and 
does not foster regional feeling and 
action. 


Naturally, a legal body must be 
present to accept state aid. Since 
county libraries are required by 
law to have a legally appointed li- 
brary board before service can be 
given from a regional library, it 
seems logical, in the interest of a 
grass-roots program and _ better 
local financing of library service, 
to prepare legislation for the for- 
mation of a legally appointed re- 
gional library board. 


The regional board would become 
the responsible body to handle 
financial matters. Single institu- 
tions and library bonds would then 
be replaced by a group of citizens 
representing the entire region. The 
State Library Commission would 
continue to offer advisory services, 
develop standards of performance, 
requirements of eligibility for state 
aid, and the like. 


The matter of representation on 
regional library boards covering 
large areas should be studied. A 
satisfactory solution should not be 
too difficult, considering that state 
and national legislative bodies suc- 
cessfully represent large areas. 


The establishment of such pro- 
posed regional library boards will 
probably be a slow process. As the 
regions develop under the present 
flexible system until full coverage 
is reached, popular support for a 
local regional library board could 
gradually be built up. 


Finally, the establishment of 
such boards should not mean that 
the present cooperative arrange- 
ments and housing of existing re- 
gional libraries must necessarily 
change. The boards would instead 


be the instruments of direct com- 
munication between citizens and 
their library, as all library boards 
are intended to be. Shifting fiscal 
responsibility from an institution 
or local board to a regional board 
would bring the need for better 
financing more forcibly to atten- 
tion. County library boards should 
be retained and kept active. 


Recommendation: That legisla- 
tion be prepared making a regional 
library board a legal body, so that 
a group of citizens representing 
the entire area receiving service 
may be the contracting agency to 
administer state aid funds, rather 
than institutions or single county 
library boards. 


State Aid and Library Finance 


Armstrong has also pointed out 
that when the unit of service is 
large enough, the question of 
equalization becomes less impor- 
tant between one area and another 
than betwen single counties or 
cities. Under those circumstances, 
a straight per capita distribution 
might prove feasible. On the other 
hand, the proper and equitable dis- 
tribution of state-aid funds pre- 
sents a problem of such magnitude 
and complexity that the careful 
development of a formula to 
achieve the desired goals is an 
urgent requirement. State aid to 
all libraries would unite all libraries 
for better service. 


Such a distribution would em- 
phasize the fact that state aid 
money is not intended to support 
the entire library program, but 
rather to supplement it. The scarc- 
ity of local money cannot be solely 
due to poverty, because some areas 
in certain Southern states measur- 
ably poorer than Tennessee have a 
relatively better record of local 
support. With the appointment of 
local regional library boards and 
the improvement of understanding 
of the costs of modern library serv- 
ice, more local support will un- 
doubtedly be forthcoming. A tax 
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of $0.20 per $100 of assessed valua- 
tion has been found feasible even 
in very poor areas, where sufficient 
citizen support existed. 


The above statements are true, 
of course, provided that Tennes- 
see’s library service is to become 
more and more a grass-roots re- 
gional program, rather than a 
state-regional system as recom- 
mended by Garceau. Even with an 
increase in local funds, additional 
state aid will be required as an in- 
centive for further improvement. 


Another problem easily apparent 
is the fact that up to the present 
no state or regional personnel has 
had sufficient time or help to study 
the costs of library service in Ten- 
nessee and to transmit the findings 
to the citizens getting regional 
service. The arbitrary figure of 1 
percent of the amount required to 
support the minimum school pro- 
gram probably was proposed as a 
short-cut to some basic financial 
requirement for state aid in areas 
where no library service had ever 
before been available. 


The sooner citizen groups inter- 
ested in improving their library 
service locally can be made to see 
what greater local effort could 
produce, the better. State Library 
leadership is needed to acquaint 
citizens and magistrates with basic 
truths regarding library finance. 
The program has been operating 
long enough to have demonstrated 
its potentialities. A long-term edu- 
cational program on costs is due. 


Recommendation: That con- 
tinued study be given to the De- 
velopment of a fair and equitable 
pattern of distribution of state aid. 


That further investigation be 
undertaken regarding the proposal 
to earmark a portion of the state’s 
sales tax for libraries (1948 plan) 
in order to place state aid to li- 
braries on a more permanent 
foundation. 


That a concerted effort be made 
to increase local appropriations on 


a region-wide basis, and that the 
State Library have available assist- 
ance and consultant service to dis. 
cuss library costs and needs with 
local officials and citizens upon re. 
quest. 


That costs be realistically pre- 
sented without fear or trepidation. 
“A good library is never extrava- 
gant; a poor library always is.” 
—McColvin 


Counties Not Now Served 


Every effort should be made to 
extend the service to unserved 
areas as soon as possible. The ex- 
ample set by the West Tennessee 
region should act as an incentive 
to continue the drive toward com- 
plete coverage. Extending service 
to counties not now served will 
present no problems which time 
and money cannot solve. The State 
Library should be ready at all 
times to encourage the growth of 
the various regions with states- 
manlike vision and courage. The 
record has been most admirable 
to date and should not be slowed 
down. 


As regions grow and more sec- 
ondary centers are established in 
addition to the headquarters, it 
might be advisable to consider 
changing the names of the regions 
to be more representative of the 
whole region. The name of a li- 
brary or an institution at one end 
of the area has little meaning for 
residents at the other end. A 
regional or geographic name com- 
mon to the whole will act as unifier 
and tend to further the feeling of 
regionalism. 


Recommendation: The State Li- 
brary should make positive efforts 
to bring counties now outside of 
regional service into the regional 
program. 


Integrated Service 


In the revision of existing re- 
gions some basic principles should 
be considered: 
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Existing municipal libraries are 
capable of acting as reference 
and information centers for 
the surrounding areas or the 
state. 


State aid should be given those 
libraries accepting this re- 
sponsibility. 

Each area of the state is for- 
tunate in having a major li- 
brary close at hand. 


Metropolitan county library serv- 
ice may be extended to include 
metropolitan areas in a neigh- 
boring county, or across state 
lines by arrangement. 


Only through a well-integrated 
library system of city, county, 
region and state will citizens 
get the highest return for 
their library dollar. 


It is recognized that paper plan- 
ning must be made realistic by 
further study of problems and local 
situations. In the further study, 
an effort should be made to com- 
bine those counties which lend 
themselves to laying out circuits of 
service without having to retrace 
steps as far as possible. 


State Library Leadership 


The newly appointed State Li- 
brary Commission will undoubtedly 
want to stress the fact that State 
Library services are available to 


all libraries. Because of the ex- 
cellent beginning made in extend- 
Ing rural service during the past 
few years, the emphasis of service 
can gradually be shifted in the 
future from purely rural extension 
to general service to libraries as 
more and more counties are added 
to the integrated library :program. 


Judged by printed materials 
available, the budget justification 
for 1951-53, and personal conversa- 
tion, the present conception of the 
responsibilities and opportunities 
of State Library leadership by 
mete Library personnel is excel- 
ent. 


In order to exercise a proper in- 
fluence and leadership in the 
library extension field, the Com- 
mission will find it necessary to 
consider a re-examination of this 
segment of state library service in 
terms of the expanded program 
that is deemed necessary. This is 
a complex, technical problem in- 
volving public relations aspects and 
state-wide service considerations 
which require an organization cap- 
able of assuming the responsibility 
for conducting and administering 
this program. Understaffing and 
overloading has been evident in 
the regional library program in the 
past. 


The new State Library Commis- 
sion and the new building should 
have a very marked effect in 
strengthening State Library lead- 
ership. The Commission will give 
a much larger measure of time and 
interest to the various problems 
connected with library extension 
and State Library leadership than 
was possible under the former type 
of organization. These problems 
will now be the responsibility of the 
Commission, and any administra- 
tive officer entrusted with them 
will be able to obtain more 
thorough hearings and moral sup- 
port. The mere physical fact of 
modern quarters will further en- 
hance the prestige of State Li- 
brary leadership and should help to 
raise all standards of library serv- 
ice in the state. 


Demonstration Possibilities 


In the Library Commission’s in- 
terest in developing and encour- 
aging local regional boards, it 
might well investigate further the 
feasibility of demonstrating a 
sound, complete-service program 
geared to the needs and potentiali- 
ties of the region. 

A demonstration could provide 
citizens with an opportunity to 
think regionally on library prob- 
lems and to learn the benefits of 
integration and cooperation. From 
all-too-brief discussions it seemed 
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evident that there is now little or 
no relationship between individual 
counties in some areas. Apparently, 
library service was’ introduced 
through stressing local county in- 
dependence, possibly the only 
method of getting it adopted at all. 
A demonstration, if carefully 
planned and introduced upon local 
invitation into an area that is ready 
for further cooperation, could 
bring the thinking of library 
boards and citizens a long way 
toward overcoming the will to isola- 
tion in book ownership and the 
like. 

Any demonstration would not 
merely demonstrate library service. 
Its purpose would be, among other 
things, to show what complete li- 
brary service in rural areas means 
and how much logical citizens can 
do for themselves if united. No 
demonstration should, of course, be 
geared to a higher standard than 
the region could normally be ex- 
pected to carry on:after the close 
of the demonstration. There should 
also be a definite time limit to the 
length of the demonstration. Legal 
action must be assured before one 
begins to test at the close of the 
demonstration whether or not the 
people are in favor of continuing 
the service demonstrated. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTION 


A list of activities that can be 
undertaken now either by the State 


Library Commission or by librar- 
ians and boards in the state follows 


as suggestions for action. 


1. A study of state-wide refer- 
ence and inter-library loan service 
as given in other states such as 
Louisiana, Georgia, Ohio and Mich- 
igan. Collect forms, manuals of 
procedure, statements of objectives 
and the like, and personally visit 
some of the state library agencies 
mentioned for first hand informa- 
tion. 

2. Development of a proposa) for 
a measure legalizing regional li- 
brary boards. An investigation of 
the feasibility of establishing li- 


brary districts to cover all counties 
belonging to a region should be in- 
cluded to simplify taxation for li- 
brary purposes and prevent “ero- 
sion” of the regions. 

3. The development of adequate 
program to assist local officials and 
citizens in building an understand. 
ing of better library service at the 
local level. 

4. A study of methods whereby 
the State Library may eventually 
serve all public libraries of the. 
state. 

(a) A continued program of ex- 
tending regional service to 
unserved counties. 

(b) An extension of high grade 
service to cover the metro- 
politan counties. 


5. A study of possible additional 
sources of income as mentioned in 
the 1948 report; a change in the 
pattern of allocating state aid to 
provide a fair and equitable dis- 
tribution to all library systems, 
meeting such minimum standards 
as the Commission may define. 

6. An investigation of the pos- 
sibilities of demonstration projects 
of full-scale local library service. 


7. Development of an adequate 
program and organization capable 
of carrying out the extension work 
of the State Library consistent with 
the needs for this service on an 
expanded state-wide basis. 

8. A defining of the position of 
the regional librarians so that they 
will know that they are employed 
by and responsible to the regional 
library boards. 

9. The securing of additional 
office space as soon as possible so 
that some of these programs may 


be initiated ahead of the comple- 
tion of the new building. 


Public Library Development 
Committee 

Mrs. W. A. Shadow 

Mrs. Anne Summers 
Robert S. Alvarez 

Jesse Cunningham 

Gerald W. Shaw, Chairman 
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FIRST MEETING OF THE STATE LIBRARY AND 
ARCHIVES COMMISSION 


Governor Gordon Browning, on 
June 13, appointed the seven mem- 
bers of the State Library and 
Archives Commission of Tennessee 
as provided for in Chapter 197, 
Public Acts of Tennessee, 1951. 
The Act specifies that at least two 
members be from each of the grand 
divisions of the state. 


Those appointed were: Honorable 
Lyle B. Cherry of Trenton, Judge 
of the 13th Judicial District of 
Tennessee; Dr. Ernest W. Good- 
pasture of Nashville, Professor of 
Pathology and one-time Dean of 
the Vanderbilt University Medical 
School; Mrs. Will Ed Gupton of 
Nashville, regent of the Tennessee 
Chapter, Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution; Mrs. Tom Ragland 
of Knoxville, a member of the Li- 
brary Board in Knoxville as she 
had been earlier in Chattanooga; 
Honorable Malcolm Shull of Eliza- 
bethton, an attorney and former 
Assistant Attorney General of Ten- 
nessee; Honorable J. M. Smith, 
President of Memphis State Col- 
lege, who had served as Commis- 
sioner of Education 1938, 1949-50, 
and as President of Tennessee 
Polytechnic Institute at Cookeville, 
1938-40; and Honorable William H. 
Swiggart of Nashville, a justice on 
the Tennessee Supreme Court from 
1926 until his resignation in 1938. 
Since then he has been general 
council for the Nashville, Chat- 
tanooga and St. Louis Railway. 


_ quarters. 


The Commission held its first 
meeting on July 2 in the state li- 
brary quarters, after assembling 
informally in the Governor’s office 
to pay their respects to and be 
greeted by Governor Browning. 
The body organized by electing 
Judge Swiggart chairman and 
President Smith vice-chairman. 
The statute provides that the state 
librarian and archivist be secretary 
to the Commission. 


After confirming the appoint- 
ment of the present state librarian 
and archivist and naming a com- 
mittee to prepare rules and by- 
laws, the members held a general 
discussion of the work and prob- 
lems connected with the whole li- 
brary and archives program and of 
the Commission’s responsibilities. 


The secretary submitted budgets 
of the library and archives, exten- 
sion office and state aid program 
as approved by the State budget 
department. Those for the library, 
archives, and extension were ac- 
cepted for the first quarter and a 
finance committee was instructed 
to study budgets for succeeding 
The state aid regional 
program was to be carried on under 
present policies until the Commis- 
sion might see fit to make changes. 
The chairman appointed a commit- 


tee to give special attention to state 
aid to regional libraries. 


DR. DAN M. ROBISON 


State Librarian and Archivist 


T.L.A. AWARDS SCHOLARSHIP 


The T.L.A.’s first foreign scholar- 
ship was awarded on August 31, 
1951 to Mr. Akimaso Ito of Tokyo, 
Japan. The scholarship, which is 
for $50.00, will cover tuition and 
the cost of books for one year at 
a college of the young man’s choice. 


The inspiration for this new 
award came from Mrs. Frances 


Cheney, Tennessee’s goodwill am- 
bassador in Japan.* In a letter to 
Dr. Alvarez in July, she told of the 
series of workshops covering every 
aspect of library service that they 
were having for a hundred librar- 
ians from all over Japan that they 
were “taking on” while their reg- 
ular students were out doing their 
practice work, and went on to say: 
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“IT have been much impressed 
with the spirit of some of the 
young librarians I have met and 
wish to ask the aid of T.L.A. in 
concretely encouraging the im- 
provement of library service in 
Japan. I would like so much to see 
T.L.A. offer a scholarship to some 
young librarian who is now mani- 
festing the true spirit of service 
but who has been unable to com- 
plete his education because of the 
bad times. I have in mind at the 
moment a young man named 
Akimaso Ito, twenty-one years old, 
full of enthusiasm, but who has 
been unable to go beyond high 
school because he must support his 
mother and bed-ridden sister on his 
handsome salary which now 
amounts to $15.00 a month. ... 


“It has been said that Japanese 
librarians have no real concept of 
service to readers. I am not pre- 
pared to say at this point. But 
I do know that Mr. Ito does and 
that he should become a real leader 
in the profession. Since he is so 
young, he must not be handicapped 
by a lack of the proper educational 
opportunities afforded in college, 
even though he is at this moment 
better educated than many college 
graduates I have known... 


“T realize that T.L.A. is chiefly 
concerned with library develop- 
ment in Tennessee, but I am also 
anxious that it declare itself in the 
matter of library development all 
over the world. Certainly we have 
done what we could for the librar- 
ians from other parts of the world 
who were fortunate enough to ob- 
tain scholarships to the U. S. and 
who visited us in Tennessee. But 
there are many thousands who will 
never have that chance and who 
also need help.” 


A generous donor who wishes to 
be unnamed here gave the Asso- 
ciation a check for the necessary 
$50.00 and, so fortified, the Execu- 


tive Board quickly voted to award 
its scholarship to Mr. Ito. In his 
letter of August 31, 1951, the 
President of the T.L.A. had the 
pleasure of advising the young man 
that “It was the unanimous feeling 
of our group that we could not find 
a more promising future librarian 
anywhere, nor could we _ better 
spend our small scholarship fund 
than to offer it to one like yourself 
who appears to have the personal 
qualities, the intelligence, and the | 
desire for service that should make 
a great librarian.” 


Quickly back from Japan came 
the following letter of acceptance: 


“Dear Dr. Alvarez: 


“T have glory to send a reply 
for your letter and a check of the 
Tennessee Library Association, a 
$50.00 scholarship. I make an 
effort for becoming a_profes- 
sional librarian, so as not to 
break expectation of you, Mrs. 
Cheney and other members of 
the Tennessee Library Associa- 
tion. 


“T wish to you and other mem- 
bers of the Executive Board a 
successful life, and prosperity of 
the Association. 


Yours truly, 


Akimasa Ito 
Assistant Librarian 
Shinagawa Public Library 


Remember that name, Akimasa 
Ito, for we believe he is going far. 
Library service in Japan will be 
built by people—devoted, energetic, 
trained librarians—and there are 
no limits to what a small group of 
men and women with vision and 
faith can do, in Japan or anywhere 
else. 


ROBERT S. ALVAREZ 
Pres. Tenn. Lib. Assn. 


*Mrs. Cheney’s address is: GHQ, SCAP, CIE, 
APO 500, c/o Postmaster, San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia. 
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ard THE SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


his 

the OFFICERS: 

. Dr. Louis Shores, President, 

ing Florida State University 

ind Mrs. J. Henley Crosland, Acting 

lan Executive Secretary, Georgia 

ter Institute of Technology 

= Dr. Robert S. Alvarez, Treasurer, 

nal Nashville Public Library 

- Since the period of self-evalua- 

— tion and reorganization during 
which Southeastern moved into a 

me more closely-knit organization, the 

ce: Association has made much prog- 


ress. As you already know, its 
new constitution has been ratified 
by all nine Southeastern States; 
the headquarters set up at Atanta and 

a part-time Executive Secretary 


pi employed; its Executive Board or- 
eal ganized ; a TVA Contract executed ; 
ts and one issue of the JOURNAL 
ts published. Today more than ever, 


of the Association is a force to be 
reckoned with in all educational ac- 
tivities of the Southeast. 


This progress report is taken 
largely from the September NEWS 
of LETTER sent out from the Execu- 

tive Secretary’s office: 


MEMBERSHIP: “For the first 
time in the thirty years of its life, 
the Southeastern Association has a 
list of paid members.” Starting 


Ary from zero the first of this year, 
the membership now has reached 
1sa 811 and the new membership goal 
ar. 1s 1000 members by January 1, 
be 1952. Tennessee ranks fourth with 
‘ic, 83 members and Georgia first with 
are 165. 
of CONTRACTS: You who attended 
nd the Southeastern Convention in 
ore Atlanta last October remember 
that some of the urgency for re- 
7 organization centered in the need 


to enter into contracts with other 
organizations. At that time the 
te proposed contract with TVA for a 
joint project for increasing the 
proper use, conservation, and de- 


velopment of the resources of the 
region was presented. I believe all 
who heard it read felt its exciting 
challenge and knew its potentiali- 
ties were great. 


However, you are aware that 
since that time, TVA of necessity 
has had to scale down its financial 
contribution to the contract. Dr. 
Shores and his Executive Board 
met in Knoxville with TVA repre- 
sentatives to make plans for a dif- 
ferent contract which within the 
bounds of its newly limited budget 
would as nearly as possible keep 
the spirit of the original contract. 


After two such meetings, one in 
Knoxville and one in Chicago, 
Southeastern Library Association 
and TVA agreed to select a part of 
the broader undertaking. Both 
parties understand that the new 
contract is only a minor portion of 
the total plan in the original con- 
tract. The specific project that is 
now developing under this agree- 
ment is microfilming of a limited 
number of research materials 
which may be dispersed to libraries 
in the region. 


Dr. Lawrence S. Thompson was 


- appointed Chairman of the Re- 


production of Research Materials. 
The membership of his committee 
includes one person from each of 
the nine Southeastern States: J. G. 
Baker, Alabama; Louise Richard- 
son, Florida; W. P. Kellam, 
Georgia; Donald Thompson, Mis- 
sissippi; Harlan Brown, North 
Carolina; Alfred Rawlinson, South 
Carolina; A. L. McNeal, Tennessee; 
Ray Hummel, Virginia. 


Because the journals selected are 
of world interest, Southeastern Li- 
brary Association is serving the 
profession at large rather than 
just our immediate section. The 
microfilms will be available as 
rapidly as they are produced at 
the approximate cost of $.004 per 
page. 
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When the present TVA Contract 
was consumated, it was mutually 
understood that the project antici- 
pated that Southeastern might 
secure foundation funds to expand 
it in keeping with the original con- 
tract. 


Looking toward that end, Dr. 
Lowell Martin, ALA Representa- 
tive for Projects for the Ford 
Foundation, invited Miss Mary U. 
Rothrock, Miss Helen Harris, Dr. 
Shores, Mr. Jesse, and Mrs. Cros- 
land to meet in Knoxville, Septem- 
ber 7-8. Nothing specific was pro- 
posed. Instead, it was an informa- 
tive meeting which may lead to 
future plans. 


JOURNAL: You who attended 
the Atlanta Convention last Octo- 
ber also remember the various 
discussions concerning the advis- 
ability of a Southeastern Journal. 
Many felt that it was of first im- 
portance because it was the only 
systematic way in which an or- 
ganization could voice itself. 


The Association approved the 
publication and the cost was set up 
in the annual budget. 


The first issue of THE SOUTH- 
EASTERN LIBRARIAN appeared 
in August, under the editorship of 
Dr. William Stanley Hoole, Univer- 
sity of Alabama Library. This first 
issue was a full report of the 
fourteenth Biennial Convention in 
Atlanta. 


At present, the JOURNAL will 
be issued semi-annually though the 
Association looks forward to the 
time when it may be published 
quarterly. It aims, as Dr. Hoole 
ably states in Marginala of the 
first issue, “To be a medium of 
intelligent expression of librarian- 
ship in its broadest, noblest sense.” 


COMMITTEES: Dr. Shores 
stated in Atlanta that he did not 
want it said that committee ap- 
pointments are just handed around 
among the same people. “I want’’, 
he said, “to have many committees 


with regular checks on what is go- 
ing on.” Those of you who have 
read Mrs. Crosland’s NEWS LET. 
TER know that he has done well 
in attaining that goal. Mrs. Cros- 
land reports more than 25 com- 
mittees, many of which are actively 
at work. It would be impossible 
to make a complete report of them 
in this magazine. In a limited 
space we can do no more than 
list these Committees that have 
completed part of their assign- 
ments. If you are not now a mem- 
ber of Southeastern, you will want 
to send your $2 membership fee 
to Dr. A. F. Kuhlman, Joint Uni- 
versity Libraries, Nashville, who 
is the membership Chairman for 
Tennessee, in order that you may 
enjoy the full report. 


1. Liaison—Mr. William Jesse, 
Chairman. It is this committee 
that has been largely responsible 
for TVA contracts and work with 
foundations. 


2. Historical—Dr. Louis R. Wil- 
son, Chairman. Broadly speaking 
its mission is defined as follows: 
The preparation of a history of the 
Association from its beginning in 
1920 through the reorganization 
to the biennial convention in 1952. 


The complete manuscript is to be 
ready by July 1, 1953. The begin- 
ning of a historical-records library 
in the Atlanta Headquarters is to 
be made by January 1, 1953. 


3. Statistics—Dr. Robert S&. 
Alvarez, Chairman. Its mission is 
to collect, tabulate and make avail- 
able significant statistics on all 
types of libraries and to try to 
secure greater uniformity in keep- 
ing statistics. 


The College and University Li- 
braries are to have their statistics 
prepared two weeks before the 
deadline for the winter issue of the 


JOURNAL. 


4. Resource Inventor y—M. 
Stanley L. West, Chairman. The 
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work of this committee has been 
set up in three phases. (a) The 
prospectus for Resource Develop- 
ment has been jointly financed bv 
the Board of Control for Southern 
Regional Education and the South- 
eastern Library Association. (b) 
The next phase is to be a work 
conference in Daytona Beach. (c) 
Phase three will be the actual in- 
ventory. 


5. Library Education—Dr. Wil- 
liam A. FitzGerald, Chairman. In 
a preliminary survey, this commit- 
tee found ten problems of impor- 
tance. Three of them are stated in 


SELA NEWS LETTER. 


6. School Libraries—Susan Cald- 
well, Chairman. This committee 
prepared a list of 14 suggestions 
for study on a regional basis, 13 of 
which are given in SELA NEWS 
LETTER. 


7. Library Work as a Career— 
Evalene Jackson, Chairman. This 
committee worked against a dead- 
line of June 1, 1951 to assemble a 
NEWS LETTER on recruiting ac- 
tivities in this region and to make 
available by October 30, 1951 data 
on immediate personnel needs in 
the Southeast. 


8. Cataloguing—Miss Clyde E. 
Pettus, Chairman. The committee 
proposed to make a survey to de- 
termine whether or not too much 
time is given in small libraries to 
technical processes at the expense 
of work with readers. 


9. Institutional Self-Evaluation 
—Dean Dudley R. Hutcherson, 
Dean of Graduate School, Univer- 
sity of Mississippi, Chairman. This 
regional committee has been 


formed to assist Southern Univer- 
sities and Colleges to improve their 
graduate and _ professional pro- 
grams. Five educational organiza- 
tions are participating and each 
has two representatives on the 
committee which held its first meet- 
ing in Atlanta, September 9-10. 


The committee is planning a 
work conference for institutions 
actively engaged in or considering 
programs of self-evaluation. 


PERSONALS: 


No report on the progress of 
SELA would be complete without a 
few news items which Mrs. Cros- 
land includes in her NEWS LET- 
TER. 


The Fifteenth Biennial Confer- 
ence will be held in Atlanta, 
Georgia, October 30, 31, and 
November 1, 1952. This was voted 
by the Executive Board at a Chi- 
cago meeting July 8. 


Dr. Shores, our SELA President, 
received the Fulbright Award and 
will be on leave of absence from 
October 1, 1951, to June 1, 1952. 
During that time, he will be doing 
research on reference materials and 
methods in the United Kingdom. 
During his absence, Mr. Ben 


“ Powell, Librarian of Duke Univer- 


sity, will be Chairman, pro tem, of 
the Executive Board. 


Mrs. Crosland says SELA mem- 
bership is the professional dollar 
you will spend to best advantage 
in 1951. Remember that Dr. Kuhl- 
man is our Tennessee membership 
Chairman. 


EMMA SUDDARTH 
Tennessee Representative on 


the SELA Executive Board 


THE T.L.A. CONVENTION IN MEMPHIS 


The librarians of Tennessee be- 
gan to gather on the afternoon of 
April 26, 1951 at the Peabody 
Hotel, Memphis. Registration be- 
gan at 4 P.M. and continued until 


6. Newcomers found their friends 
waiting in the lobby to greet them. 
It was a happy gathering and every 
provision had been made by the 
local committees for the comfort 
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and enjoyment of winter-weary and 
spring-fever-ridden librarians on a 
holiday from routine. 


Many were fortunate enough to 
arrive in Memphis early enough 
Tuesday evening to attend the 
Metropolitan Opera Company’s 
presentation of “Faust”. 


The general session was opened 
at 9 P.M. Friday morning by Presi- 
dent Anne V. Summers of the 
Kingsport Public Library. A warm 
welcome was extended to the group 
by Jesse Cunningham of Cossitt 
Library. East met west in the re- 
sponse by Miss Inez Burns of 
Maryville. 


“TLA’s First Fifty Years” was 
charmingly, reminiscently, thor- 
oughly and seriously discussed by 
Miss Mary U. Rothrock of Knox- 
ville. “Current Library Budgets” 
were discussed from various angles 
by State Librarian Dr. Dan M. 
Robinson and Miss Louise Mer- 
edith, Head of School Libraries, 
State Department of Education. 


At 10 o’clock, the general meet- 
ing adjourned into sectional meet- 
ings to discuss specific problems. 
Miss Mary Marsh of Southwestern 
presided over the College Libraries 
Section, in which Mr. Arthur T. 
Hamlin gave a report from ACRL 


Headquarters. This was followed 
by a formal discussion led by Mr. 
Hal T. Smith of Johnson City on 
“Perennial Problems in College Li- 
brary Service’. 


In the Public Libraries Section 
which was in charge of Miss Mar- 
garet Dickson of Knoxville, Mr. 
Jess D. Ewing spoke on “What 
Does the Citizen Need from His 
Library Now?”. Then Mrs. A. O. 
Conduitte, Chairman of the Citi- 
zen’s Library Movement very ably 
developed her subject “Let’s Tell 
People About the Library”. 


Miss Margaret Butler presided 
at the School Libraries meeting 
where a panel led by Miss John 
Ethel Measells of Memphis State 


College, assisted by Miss Louise 
Meredith, Mrs. Jewell Gray Parker, 
Miss Elizabeth Glenn, Mrs. Frances 
Arrants Barker, Mrs. Mollie New. 
son and Mr. Fred Stanley, dis- 
cussed ‘‘New Patterns in School Li- 
brary Service’. 


The Planning Committee lucheon 


was an open meeting conducted by j 


Col. E. W. Palmer of the Kingsport 
Press. In the absence of Mr. 
Theodore Waller, Colonel Palmer 
read his paper on “The United Ef- 
fort of Libraries, Publishers, and 
Book Manufacturers to Expand 
American Reading Habits’’. 


Friday afternoon, the Social Li- 
brarians entertained with a tea at 
the beautiful new Highland Branch 
Library which entailed a_ lovely 
drive and a good birds-eye view of 
Memphis. 
afternoon from every angle. 


At 7 P.M., the librarians disap- 
peared and some very different- 
looking people appeared at the 
banquet tables in the Venetian 
Room. Dr. Luther H. Evans was 
the speaker. He developed the 
theme “Libraries and the World 
Scene” in a very engaging and 
thoughtful manner. 


At 9 o’clock Saturday morning, 
Mrs. Summers called the Tennes- 
see Library Association to order 
for its business meeting. She gave 
a report on the objectives and 
achievements of the past year 
which was one of quiet accomplish- 
ment. She especially urged mem- 
bers to mail their. suggestions re- 
garding statewide library service 
to chairman Gerald Shaw of the re- 
activated Public Library Develop- 
ment Committee at the University 
of Tennessee before May 10th. 


The various committee reports 
gave some very interesting facts. 
Mrs. Conduitte made a very im- 
pressive report on publicity in the 
Citizens Library Movement and the 
work that they have accompiished. 
Miss Odum, reporting for Miss 
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It was a very pleasant } 


oo 


m= to Trl oS of} es" A] 2 


Draper on recruitment offered a 
note of encouragement. The Com- 
mittee working on a list of helpful 
books in the field of crime preven- 
tion and juvenile delinquency of- 
fered several lists as suitable. Mr. 
McNeal gave the views of the com- 
mittee on finances, and it was de- 
cided to raise the dues io two 
dollars for individuals and to accept 
institutional dues from any friend 
of libraries. 


The report of the Planning Com- 
mittee commended Dr. Robison for 
his work and plans for the future. 
Miss Parks, reporting of the news 
from Washington, recommended 
the sending of letters of apprecia- 
tion to Senator Olin Johnston for 
his approval of Senate Bill 1369 
and his disapproval of Senate Bill 
1835. A resolution on the subject 
was introduced and approved for 
immediate dispatch to our own 
senators and representatives and 
the telegrams were sent out after 
the meeting. Excellent reports 


were made to the group on the 
progress of the SELA and the ac- 
tion at the midwinter ALA meet- 
ing. The Registrar reported a total 
of 147 in attendance out of a total 
of 258 paid members. 


Miss Elinor Goehring, in the ab- 
sence of Mr. Foy, presented the 
report of the Nominating Com- 
mittee. Nominated for the coming 
year were: for  president—Dr. 
Robert S. Alvarez of Nashville; 
vice-president—Mr. Turner Clark 
of Memphis; secretary—Miss Inez 
Burns of Maryville; treasurer— 
Miss Ruth Ringo of Knoxville. 
They were unanimously elected. 
After formally thanking all con- 
cerned for their part in making 
this meeting a success, Mr. Cun- 
ningham not being present to make 
the motion for adjournment, the 
president declared the meeting ad- 
journed. 


MISS INEZ BURNS, Secretary 
Lanier High School, Maryville 


HIGHLIGHTS OF FEDERAL LEGISLATION AFFECTING 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Excerpts from September 21 issue of ALA Washington Newsletter 


LIBRARY SERVICE BILLS— 
ACTION IS NEEDED 


Possible Action on 8.1452 


Now that the Library Services 
Bill has been reported favorably 
by the Senate Committee on Labor 
and Public Welfare, it has auto- 
matically been placed on the Senate 
Calendar and can be called up at 
any time. It is our hope, however, 
that the bill will not be called on 
the floor for debate and vote until 
after the opening of the second 
session of Congress in January. 
There is reason to believe that the 
bill will not be brought up during 
the first session. During the period 
of adjournment every senator 
Should be contacted and urged to 
support 8.1452. If it is possible to 
see your senators personally, or to 


get representatives of local groups 


- to see them, more attention will be 


directed to the bill. Letters are 
also important. If we are fortunate 
enough to have action on the bill 
postponed until the second session 
it is hoped that librarians and all 
others interested in the bill will 
take advantage of the period of 
adjournament to urge its passage. 
Lay support is particularly im- 
portant. Please contact as many 
groups in your area as possible, 
urging them to see the senators 
personally, and also write letters 
to them. 


The House Library Services Bills 


The situation in the House of 
Representatives, regarding the Li- 
brary Services Bills, differs radi- 
cally from that in the Senate. It is 
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important that these differences be 
understood so that necessary ac- 
tion can be taken. 


The next step in the House is to 
urge the chairman of the House 
Committee on Education and Labor 
to appoint a subcommittee to hold 
hearings on the bill as soon as the 
second session of Congress con- 
venes in January. Here again lay 
support is vital to favorable action. 
The chairman of the House Com- 
mittee is Graham A. Barden (D.) 
of New Bern, N. C. All librarians 
and lay groups would perform a 
real service by writing or calling on 
Mr. Barden to assure him that 
there is real interest in the Library 
Services Bill and that it should 
have early hearings. The Library 
Services Bill is one of many to be 
considered by the Committee and 
competition is keen. No action will 
be taken by the House until the 
Committee has held hearings and 
reported the bill favorably. The 
need is urgent. 


While Congressman Barden, as 
chairman of the House Committee 
on Education and Labor has the 
authority to decide when a sub- 
committee shall be appointed, our 
position would be strengthened if 
all members of the Committee were 
notified of library and lay interest 
in the Library Services Bills. They 
are: Democrats—Adam C. Powell, 
Jr.. New York; John S. Wood, 
Georgia; John F. Kennedy, Massa- 
chusetts; Wingate H. Lucas, 
Texas; Cleveland M. Bailey, West 
Virginia; Leonard Irving, Mis- 
souri; Carl D. Perkins, Kentucky; 
Charles R. Howell, New Jersey; 
Roy W. Wier, Minnesota; Boyd 
Tackett, Arkansas; Ernest Green- 
wood, New York. Republicans— 
Samuel K. McConnell, Jr., Pennsyl- 
vania; Walter E. Brehm, Ohio; 
Carroll D. Kearns, Pennsylvania; 
Thruston B. Morton, Kentucky; 
Harold H. Velde, Illinois; Charles 
E. Potter, Michigan; Richard B. 
Vail, Illinois; E. Y. Berry, South 
Dakota. 


In writing to Congressman 
Barden and other members of the 
House Committee on Education 
and Labor, it will be sufficient to 
refer to the Library Services Bills 
or to list all of the bills introduced, 
It will be up to members of the 
Committee to decide which one of 
the seven identical bills will be 


reported. Until that time no one § 


bill should be singled out for sup- 
port. 


All Congressmen should be notified 
of Interest 


While our most urgent need is to 
secure action by the House Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor, all 
members of Congress should be 
urged repeatedly to support the 
Library Service Bill. Personal visits 
while the Congressmen are at 
home, telephone calls or letters will 
aid in early passage of the bill. 
Please remember the need for lay 
support and urge local groups to 
indicate support of the bill. 


Tennessee’s Allotment 


Estimate made by ALA Wash- 
ington Office of Tennessee’s allot- 
ment of funds on the basis of rural 
population. 


1. $ 40,000 basic allotment 
2. $179,741 basis of rural pop- 
ulation 


$219,741 total allotment 
To be eligible for the amount 


above, Tennessee must raise from 
state and local sources $109,871. 


National Organizations Committed 
to Support our Legislation 


The following organizations have 
endorsed the Library Services Bill: 
American Association of Univer- 
sity Women, American Booksellers 
Association, American Council on 
Education, American Home Eco- 
nomics Association, Association for 
Childhood Education, Authors 
League, CIO, Cooperative League, 
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Farmers Union, General Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs, Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists, 
National Education Association, 
National Council of Chief State 
School Officials, National Grange, 
National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, United Auto Workers. 
Remember this support will only 
be effective if you are doing some- 
thing on the local and state level. 


Postal Rate Increases 


Both the Senate and House have 
passed bills calling for postal rate 
increases. The bills now go to a 
Senate-House Conference Commit- 
tee for adjustment where differ- 
ences exist. In general libraries 
fared very well. 


The Congress sets rates for first, 
second and third class mail, and 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion sets rates for fourth class 
mail, including the book rate. The 
ICC rendered a decision authoriz- 
ing an increase in parcel post rates, 
including books, large enough to 
pay the cost of carriage. Both the 
Senate and House bills, as passed, 
contained a provision freezing the 
book rate at the present level. This 
action by Congress supersedes the 
ICC decision. 


Other points of agreement in the 
House and Senate bills, of interest 
to libraries, are: 


(1) An increase in the postcard 
from 1c to 2e. 


(2) The exemption of books 
from rate increases in third class 
mail (up to 8 ounces). 


(3) The exemption of publica- 
tions of religious, charitable and 
other nonprofit organizations from 
increases in second class mail rates. 


A full report of the compromise 
bill, when agreed upon by the 
House and Senate, will be included 
in the Newsletter. Main differences 
are in the first class and air mail 
letter rates, and second class rates 
for commercial newspapers and 
magazines. 


The Senate has also passed a 
separate bill limiting the weight of 
parcel post packages. Books were 


specifically eliminated from the 
weight reductions. The House 


now has this bill under considera- 
tion. 


MISS MARTHA PARKS 
Federal Relations Coordinator 


REGIONAL MEETINGS 


The T.L.A. Executive Board is 
now considering the possibility of 
scheduling three regional library 
meetings in the different parts of 
the state during the next four 
months. They would be one-day 
(Saturday) affairs in Nashville, 
Knoxville and Jackson. 


Regional library meetings are 
not new in Tennessee, though they 
have not been held here for a num- 
ber of years, nor are they unusual 
m other states. Alabama and Min- 
hesota are two who report success- 
ful regional meetings this year, 
with over 350 librarians, trustees, 
and friends of libraries attending 


the four District Meetings of the 
M.L.A. in May. Incidentally, the 
subject of Minnesota’s morning 
sessions was “Books for Our 
Times”, with that of the afternoon 
sessions being “Books for all Min- 
nesotans”. 


The energetic Minnesotans also 
held nine in-service conferences for 
untrained part-time librarians and 
beginning school librarians in 
September, besides four one-day 
in-service training workshops for 
Librarians of Small Public Librar- 
ies. Each was_ enthusiastically 
received by librarians of the area. 
For many, the one day of intensive 
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study and discussion of library 
philosophy and techniques was a 
first professional training experi- 
ence. Most had not. had a college 
education, and only one had profes- 
sional library training. 


The Executive Board has in mind 
a different sort of regional meeting 
—one that would be devoted largely 
to thinking out loud about the 
best ways of developing a truly 
statewide library service—but it 
is well to consider the kind of thing 
Minnesota and other states are do- 
ing and consider whether such 
meetings are needed here. Does 
anyone feel that there is a need in 
Tennessee for regional meetings 
that would be designated to help 
inexperienced heads of small public 
libraries, or untrained school li- 
brarians, or new part-time workers, 
and do they feel that such meet- 
ings would be well attended ? 


And how do you, who read this, 
feel about regional meetings that 
would be open to any librarian or 


friend of libraries who is interested 
in, and willing to think and talk 
about, the future of Tennessee’s 
statewide library program? It’s 
going to take plenty of thought and 
discussion to develop our under- 
standing of the problems, needs, 


and possibilities of the situation, 
and to bring the convictions of a 
right answer that must eventually 
come before important decisions 
can be made. 


What about a one-day program 
with the morning devoted to the 
state library extension program 
and to trying to get all of us to 
think “regionally”, and the after- 
noon set aside for a workshop on 
everyday library problems? Any- 
one with a problem could bring it 
to this meeting and let the rest of 
the group try to solve it, or at least 
tell what they would do, have done, 
or are doing about the same situa- 
tion. 


In short, there are a number of 
different kinds of meetings that we 
could have. Since nobody wants to 
arrange a meeting simply to be 
having another meeting, the Exe- 
cutive Board would like to hear 
what you—yes YOU—think of the 
idea of regional meetings that 
would reach more people than can 
get to the annual state meeting, 
and which—if any—type you 
would prefer to see arranged. Won't 
you please write your T.L.A. presi- 
dent right away and let him know 
your views? 


ROBERT S. ALVAREZ 
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T.L.A. TREASURER’S REPORT, 1950/51 


Brought Forward August 9, 1950 
RECEIPTS: 


Velma R. Shaffer Memorial ...................... 
Dues 1950-51 


I Do hk ah dnen can sy VEER 


1951 Convention 
Registrations 
RRS SRST ra 


Tennessee Librarian Adver. 
October Issue 


January Issue ........ 
March Issue 


EXPENDITURES: 
Velma R. Shaffer Memorial 


$138.00 
259.58 


$152.50 
140.00 
162.00 


Engraving Membership Certificate for Mrs. Moore . 


Stationery he 
Membership Chairman ‘Expenses ~ ss 
Secretary’s Expenses . Oe 
Executive Board Expenses ... 
Mid-South Book Festival (Memphis) . 
Treasurer’s Expenses . 
Tennessee Librarian: 
Editor’s Expenses . 
October Printing (615 copies) | 
October Mailing ..... 
January Printing (500 copies) - 
March Printing (525 one 
March Mailing ....... 


ALA Washington Office 


Convention Expenses: 


Registration, etc. 

School Libraries Section 

Luther Evans . , 
Nominating Committee Chairman ............. 


Receipts $1,700.12 
Expenditures | oy 1,472.31 


Balance ............ $ 227.81 
‘(as of 8-21- 51) 


$ 542.04 


$1,700.12 


74.08 


$1,472.31 





LIBRARY CONSULTANT FUND 1950-51 


Treasurer’s Report 


RECEIPTS: 


Contributions: 


Librarians 
Mrs. C. M. McClung 


J. W. Kh. GORMBON. ..........050.:050:.. 


Mr. E. W. Palmer .. 
Citizens Library Movement . 


EXPENDITURES: 


Mrs. Schenk’s Fee ............ 
Mrs. Schenk’s Expenses . 


Mrs. W. A. Shadow’s Expenses ....... 


$305.00 


50.00 
67.47 
22.40 


Mrs. Anne V. Summers’ Expenses 5-28- 51 ae 25.37 
Mrs. Anne V. Summers’ Expenses 7-3-51 i ode 67.70 
Mrs. Anne V. Summers’ Expenses 9-23-51 . ele boca am oe vives OOO 
Mr. Jesse Cunningham’s Expenses 9-23-51 ....... ae 24.98 
Public Library Development Committee Expenses 14.00 


Receipts 
Expenditures 


$305.00 
. 802.16 


Balance $ ©2.84 
(as of 11-6-51) 


T.L.A. MEMBERSHIP 


The roll of the Tennessee Li- 
brary Association on September 
15, 1951, included 305 members, of 
which 82 had paid dues for the 
current year. Analysis of this 
figure shows 101 school, 97 public, 
63 college and 18 special librarians, 
11 trustees, 10 others in related 
fields, and 5 as yet unclassified. 


Geographically East Tennessee 
leads with 136 members, Middle 
Tennessee has 93, and West Ten- 
nessee trails with only 72. There 
are 4 out-of-state members. 


Dues were raised to $2 at the 
business meeting in Memphis on 


$302.16 


MISS RUTH RINGO, Treasurer 


April 28, an increase which was 
necessary to cover the expense of 
publication of the Tennessee Li- 
brarian. 


If your dues have not been paid 
since June 1, 1951, how about send- 
ing your name and the $2 to the 
Membership Chairman, Mrs. Karl 
Kaestle, Goodwyn Institute Li- 
brary, Memphis 3? If your address 
or position has changed, you might 
include that information, too. And 
if you can persuade a new member 
to join, wonderful! 


MRS. KARL KAESTLE, 
Chairman 
Membership Committee 


— 





KINGSPORT’S GEORGE 
WASHINGTON CARVER 
LIBRARY 


When Allen N. Dryden, Archi- 
tect, was commissioned to design a 
housing project for his town, he 
envisioned the need of library 
facilities for the future occupants 
of the units. He sought, and re- 
ceived, permission from the Federal 
Housing Authority to include a 
small, complete, modern library 
building. 


The proper contractual agree- 
ment having been negotiated, 
whereby it was guaranteed that 
the building would be used for the 
purpose of providing up-to-date 
library service to the Negro com- 
munity in which the project is 
located and that the City of Kings- 
port would defray equipment and 
operation costs, the keys were pre- 
sented to the Board of Library 
Trustees. 


The George Washington Carver 
Library received its name through 
a letter writing contest conducted 
in the local High School. It was 
formally opened on June 10, 1951, 
as a branch of the Kingsport Public 
Library. 


MRS. ANNE V. SUMMERS 
Kingsport Public Library 


LOOK WHAT HAPPENED IN 
JACKSON! 


Shining and attractive from the 
new floors up to the tubular fluores- 
cent lights on the ceiling, the 
Jackson Free Library opened its 
doors to hundreds of visitors and 
friends on July 17th, to display its 
newly decorated interior and other 


improvements. The occasion was 
made especially festive because 
this year marks the fiftieth an- 
niversary of the Library. A gold 
cake centering the tea table and a 
profusion of gift flowers were suit- 
able reminders. 


The City’s special appropriation 
of $10,000 made possible a complete 
renovation, both inside and out. A 
new skylight, rubber tile on the 
floors, refinished furniture, the 
painting of shelves and walls in 
light colors, venetian blinds, and 
the new lights throughout the 
building, converted a dark and drab 
interior into a most pleasing and 
cheery one. 


The adult reading room and 
main library are finished in pastel 
greens with gilt trim. A small room 
just off the balcony was _ redec- 
orated and will serve to house the 
new collection of musical record- 
ings and the radio-phonograph, re- 
cently added. 


The young people’s room is 
Wedgewood blue, lightened with a 
gray and cheery floor and touches 
of bright yellow. An unusual shelf 


. arrangement was placed in the cen- 


ter of this room, double-faced with 
one extension modified to serve as 
the center of the music library for 
the youth; another extension in 
plate glass is planned for the bird 
exhibit. 


The Jackson Sun offered splendid 
cooperation to publicize this event 
by editorials, news articles and pic- 
tures; and the local citizens have 
evidenced much renewed interest 
in the Library. 


DOROTHY JONES, 
Assistant Librarian 
Jackson Public Library 





NEWS NOTES 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


The City of Knoxville has ap- 
propriated $125,000 for an addition 
to the Lawson McGhee Library and 
application has been made to the 
proper authorities for permission 
to build and for necessary mate- 
rials. It is hoped that construction 
can get under way by November 1. 


The addition will double the book 
capacity of the present building, 
provide a small auditorium and 
additional work space for the staff. 
This is the first major alteration in 
the Lawson McGhee Library since 
its construction. in 1917. 


Mrs. Betty Dale of Nashville 
joined the staff of the Chattanooga 
Public Library on September 10th 
as an asst. in the Reference & In- 
formation Services. Cecil Beach, 
Chattanooga’s acting Bookmobile 
librarian, has gone to Tallahassee 
to attend library school. 


Cossitt Library, in keeping pace 
with the rapid growth and develop- 
ment of Memphis, has added five 
new School Station Libraries to the 
Schools Department. These are 
located in the city schools of Char- 
jean, Gordon, Grahamwood, Long- 
view Heights and White Station. 
This brings the total number of 
Cossitt Library School Stations to 
18. 


Stations are permanent collec- 
tions of books housed in the grade 
schools. An assistant from Cossitt 
Library conducts a library day at 
each station one day each week. 
For the school year, 1950-51, 13 
school stations with a total collec- 
tion of 24,000 books circulated ap- 
proximately 270,000 books to 5,500 
school children. In addition, schools 
not serviced by the stations are 
given classroom libraries. 


Chattanooga’s first leader train- 
ing course for the GREAT BOOKS 
discussion Group began on Septem- 
ber 11th, with Richard Dennis, di- 
rector for the Central Region for 
the Great Books Foundation, in 
charge. Also on hand to scout the 
situation was Mrs. Anne Summers 
from Kingsport where they also 
have big plans for G. B. discussion 
groups this year. 


The Nashville Public Library is 
again re-decorating its hall and 
reading rooms at the main library. 
The whole place has been re- 
painted, venetian blinds have been 
added to the windows, and the floor 
of the reading rooms has_ been 
covered with asphalt tile. The 
shelves in the middle of the back 
reading room, together with all the 
reading tables in this room, have 
been removed and replaced with 
comfortable and colorful chairs and 
sofas to give a spaciousness and an 
entirely new appearance to the 
room. This back room has been 
converted into the fiction room, 
changing books with the central 
reading room, and will soon be 
partly divided from the two non- 
fiction rooms by book-shelving. A 
low book-nook is soon to be added 
to hold the popular magazines and 
the mystery stories. Even the old 
grandfather’s clock has been re- 
placed with a very modern-looking 
job on the wall. 


The Chattanooga Public Library 
was physically upset all summer 
while the ground floor was changed 
to take care of all public adult serv- 
ices. The work and cataloging de- 
partments have been moved to the 
former reference room on the sec- 
ond floor. The Reference and His- 
torical rooms now occupy the old 
main reading room. The former 
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workroom is now a browsing room, 
containing fiction, a browsing cor- 
ner, phonograph records and record 
players. A public entrance has 
been made into the stacks from the 
main lobby, and there are also en- 
trances to the stacks from both the 
reference room and the new brows- 
ing room. 


Miss Virginia Bland has been ap- 
pointed asst. children’s librarian in 
the Nashville Public Library to 
replace Mrs. Louise Wade who had 
to give up the work because of 


illness in the family. Three part- 
time assistants have been added to 
the Catalog Department to help 
finish up the job of cataloging the 
extra 6500 volumes that the N.P.L. 
purchased in May to stock the new 
Hadley Park Branch. The Head 
of the Catalog Department finally 
took some time off from this big 
job and hopped on a train for a 
visit with her son and new 
daughter-in-law in San Diego. 
While there, she will have a room 
overlooking the ocean—but the 
Nashville staff are hoping to see 
her again. 


NEWS NOTES—SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


The Chattanooga City Schools 
report the transfer of Mrs. Vir- 
ginia Gostin from librarian at the 
East Lake Junior High School to 
librarian at the Chattanooga High 
School. Charles MacCathey, who 
has been an assistant in the audio- 
visual work in the City Schools, 
has been appointed librarian at 
the East Lake Junior High School. 


Student Library Assistants’ 
Meetings 


The East Tennessee Student Li- 
brary Association met in Chat- 
tanooga on April 20, 1951, with 
approximately 300 student assist- 
ants present. They were guests of 
Chattanooga High and Central 
High for the day. The day’s ac- 
tivities included a general session, 
discussion groups, business meet- 
ing and a tea. Miss Elise Draper. 
Head of Department of Library 
Service, East Tennessee State Col- 
lege, was the luncheon speaker. 
Mrs. Mary Sanders, Librarian, Cen- 
tral High School, Chattanooga, is 
adviser to this group. 


Officers for the coming year are: 


President—Jack Money, Knox- 
ville High School 


Vice-President—Mary Pat 
Macbeth, Dobyns-Bennett 
High School, Kingsport 


Secretary—Jimmy Lou Vestal, 
Athens High School 


Reporter—Shirley Sloan, Hix- 
son High School 


The Middle Tennessee Student 
Library Assistants were invited to 
Austin Peay State College, Clarks- 
ville, on May 4, 1951. Representa- 
tives from a large number of 


-schools, with their librarians, en- 


joyed the day. The day’s program 
consisted of a panel discussion by 
student assistants, tour of the 
campus and luncheon, with Mrs. 
Christine Govan as the entertain- 
ing speaker. Virginia Rutledge of 
Isaac Litton High School, Nash- 
ville, was elected Temporary Chair- 
man of this group. 


Tennessee Education Association 
Library Section Meetings 


Interesting programs have been 
planned for the regional library 
groups of T.E.A., with the follow- 
ing speakers: Memphis—Mrs. 
Christine Noble Govan, Tennessee 
author; Knoxville—Miss Fannie 
Schmitt, Alabama School Libraries 
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Consultant; Nashville—Miss Au- 
gusta Stevenson, well-known chil- 
dren’s author. 


More detailed information re- 
garding the luncheons and meet- 
ings has been sent to each school 
librarian. The date for the meet- 
ings and officers of the groups are 
as follows: 


West Tennessee—October 12, 
Memphis 


Chairman—Mrs. Allie V. John- 
son, Decaturville 


Vice-Chairman — Elizabeth 


Glenn, Millington 


Secretary—Grace Simonton, 


Brighton 


Middle Tennessee—October 19, 
Nashville 


Chairman—Dorothy 
Dickson 


Vice-Chairman—Mrs. Clyde 
Richards, Columbia 


Secretary—Mrs. Wilda Jane 
Blackmore, Gallatin 


McCall, 


East Tennessee—October 26, 


Knoxville 


Chairman—Akard Spurgeon, 
White Pine 


Vice-Chairman—M r s. 
Lighter, Gatlinburg 


Secretary—Katherine Powers, 
Kingsport 


Ann 


NEWS NOTES—COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


Archie L. McNeal, U-T Library, 
received the Ph.D. degree in li- 
brarianship from the University of 
Chicago, August 31, 1951. 


Mrs. Blanche Brandes Mandy, 
M.A., University of Denver School 
of librarianship, will join the U-T 
Library staff as Engineering Li- 
brarian October 1. 


Mr. H. Donald Ferris has been 
appointed Head Librarian of the 
U-T Junior College at Martin. 


Dr. Edward Henry, who retired 
as director of libraries at the Uni- 
versity of Cincinnati on September 
1, 1951, is a weleome newcomer to 
Nashville. He joined the staff of 
the Joint University Libraries in a 
dual capacity, as Lecturer in the 
Peabody Library School and also as 
a Cataloger in the university li- 
brary. 


2000 at Dedication of New Univer- 
sity of Tennessee, Martin Branch, 
Agriculture and Library Building 


In a beautiful outdoor setting of 
the wooded campus, a crowd esti- 
mated at upwards of 2,000 persons 
gathered in front of the new agri- 
culture and library building at the 
University of Tennessee, Martin 
Branch, this morning to witness the 
formal dedication of the $670,000 
structure. 


Governor Gordon Browning was 
the principal speaker and described 
the building as another adjunct in 
the defenses of the free world 
against Communist aggression. 


The new building is one of the 
major additions of recent years 
to the campus of the Martin school. 


An H-shaped, two-story struc- 
ture of modified Georgian design in 
keeping with other campus archi- 
tecture, the building contains 77 
rooms and 51,000 feet of floor 
space. Besides the agriculture de- 
partment, it will house the college 
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library and biological sciences for 
the present, with plans that the 
agriculture department eventually 
will be expanded, to occupy the 2n- 
tire structure. 


Dr. C. E. Brehm, University 
president, presided at the session 
which was attended by leaders in 
the campaign for the elevation of 


the Martin school to four-year 
status in the fields of agriculture 


and home economics; by alumni 


from all over the state; by school 
groups from a number of surround- 
ing counties, including Obion, and 
by hundreds of friends and well- 
wishers from the adjacent area. 
(UNION CITY MESSENGER, 
Sept. 6, 1951) 


NEWS FROM THE REGIONAL LIBRARIES 


State Headquarters moved to the 
Capitol 


On July 1, 1952, the regional li- 
braries state headquarters was 
officially transferred from the State 
Department of Education to the 
State Library and Archives as pro- 
vided in the Act creating the State 
Library and Archives Commission 
(Public Acts 1951, chapter 197.) 
The actual transfer of the regional 
libraries office was not accom- 
plished until the latter part of July 
when desks, files and books were 
set up in temporary quarters on 
the second floor of the Capitol in 
the wide hall between the State Li- 
brary and the Senate Chamber. 
Later Dr. Robison and his secre- 
tary and Mrs. Frances O’Dell, li- 
brarian assistant, joined Martha 
Parks, regional libraries consultant, 
and her secretary in the temporary 
quarters. It is hoped that the new 
State Library building will be 
ready to house these offices by the 
time the space has to be vacated 
for the 1953 General Assernbly. 


63 Counties Are Now Participating 
in the State’s Regional Library 
Program 


At the quarterly courts in July 
and October, 63 counties made the 
appropriations required for par- 
ticipation in regional service. Three 
of these are new counties, qualify- 
ing for the first time; namely, 
Maury, McMinn and Lewis. Madi- 
son County made its appropriation 


at a postponed session which was 
held August 30. 


The regional librarians attended 
many of these court sessions to- 
gether with some members of the 
county library boards and other in- 
terested citizens. 


It has been gratiying to note 
the gradual increase in locai ap- 
propriation by $15,000. For the 
current year, nineteen counties 
showed increases ranging from $50 
to $2,000, or a total of $7,352 more 
in local appropriations than during 
the previous year. The _ total 
amount of funds appropriated by 
the 63 counties this year is about 
$130,000. The state appropriation 
for each year of the biennium 1951- 


-53 was increased to $170,000. Since 


ten per cent of this amount, how- 
ever, is being held in reserve by 
the state budget director, only 
$153,000 is now available. 


The increased state appropria- 
tion will be used to buy more hooks 
and at least two new bookmobiies, 
to employ additional clerical and 
professional personnel and to give 
long overdue salary raises to the 
present staff. 


Personnel 


In the eight regions there are 
now 30 persons employed, 19 of 
whom have had professional li- 
brary training. Most of the clerical 
workers also assist on the book- 
mobile as trips are made to about 
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1200 deposit stations in rural com- 
munities. 


Mary Sue Odom of East Tennes- 
see State College headquarters 
resigned August 15 and was suc- 
ceeded by Sam _ Sherwood on 
September 1. A professional as- 
sistant, Carl Renfro, was employed 
in that area for the first time. He 
also began work September 1. 


Mrs. Julia Garden Martin of 
Austin Peay State College head- 
quarters resigned August 1 and 
was succeeded by Mary Eleanor 
Wright whose position as extension 
librarian at Kingsport Public Li- 
brary had been terminated soon 
after the completion of the TVA 
Holston-Valley Dam. Miss Wright 
has served previously as regional 
librarian in the Loudon and Ham- 
blen County areas. 


‘The contract was renewed be- 
tween the State and TVA for serv- 
ice to New Johnsonville Steam 
Plant area including the county li- 


braries of Benton and Humphreys 


as well as the camp library. 


The responsibility for direct 
service has been assigned to Austin 
Peay State College headquarters 
under contract with the State Li- 
brary: A part-time professional as- 
sistant is paid with TVA contract 
funds to assist with book buying, 
processing and servicing of the 
area. 


Two members of the State Library 
and Archives Commission Visit 
Two Regions 


On August 30, Dr. E. W. Good- 
pasture accompanied Dr. Robison 
and Miss Parks to Clarksville where 
he was shown the headquarters, 
bookmobiles and deposit station 
service by Miss Wright, regional li- 
brarian, and her staff. 


Mrs. Tom Ragland visited points 
of interest in the Middle Tennessee 
State College area on September 19 
with Miss Bates, regional librarian. 


New Quarters for Regional Ad. 
ministrative Agencies 


Two of the regional administra. 
tive agencies have moved into new 
quarters. The University of Ten- 
nessee, Martin Branch, provided a 
room on the ground floor of the 
new Agriculture-Library building 
with direct access to the book- 
mobile. The room measures 25 feet 
by 50 feet and contains ample space 
for shelving, storage and desks for 
the staff. Dr. Robison attended the 
dedication of the building on 
September 6. 


The Loudon County regional 
headquarters also moved in August 
into a large ground-floor room ina 
new building owned by the Ameri- 
can Legion. They share the en- 
larged quarters with the Loudon 
County library. New shelving and 
new furniture provide more eff- 
cient and attractive facilities. 


A Community Library Moves into 
New Quarters 


The New Providence Community 
Library in the Austin Peay State 
College area reopened Wednesday, 


August 29, in its new quarters in 
the NYA building. Mrs. Ed Hewell, 
who worked in the Clarksville High 
School Library as a student is li- 
brarian. The library hours are 
from 2-5 p.m. each Wednesday and 
Friday afternoon. 


The Civitan Club and other civic 
clubs of New Providence secured 
the space for the library, painted 
it, supplied the shelving and will 
furnish the heat and light so that 
their community may have better 
library service. The Montgomery 
County Library will supply some of 
the books and the Austin Peay 
State College Region of the Ten- 
nessee Regional Library Service 
will supply the remainder and 
change all the books so that there 
will always be a fresh supply of 
reading material available. At 
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present there are about 750 books 
in the library. 


Exhibits at State and County Fairs 


During the week of September 
17-22, the regional libraries state 
office maintained an exhibit in the 
Woman’s Building of the State 
Fair. The central display was a 
table model of a rural community 
with a miniature bookmobile oper- 
ated electrically moving to a stop 
in front of a miniature grocery 
store which served as a library 
deposit station. Librarians were 
scheduled full time at the booth to 
discuss regional service with inter- 
ested visitors and to call attention 
to the books on display. During 
three hours in one afternoon, the 
librarian in attendance talked to 
interested visitors from 19 Middle 
Tennessee counties. Several of the 
regional librarians assisted county 
library boards in setting up ex- 
hibits at county fairs by providing 
ideas, posters, books and actual 


labor. There were exhibits in about 
20 county fairs, including 11 in the 
Austin Peay State College area. 


Swedish Librarian Visited Tennes- 
see’s Regional Libraries 


Sven-Ola Hellmer, city librarian 
of Umea and central librarian of 
Vasterbotten Province, Sweden, 
visited the state regional library 
headquarters in Nashville and also 
the administrative agencies at 
Clarksville and Murfreesboro, June 
12-16 during a four month study 
of American library practices. 


“One of our chief problems in 
Sweden is the organization of 
larger library units”, Mr. Hellmer 
said. “I felt very much at home 
while visiting some of the com- 
munity library service centers in 
Tennessee because Tennessee’s plan 
of service to sparsely populated 
rural areas is very similar to our 
administrative set-up in Sweden.” 
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Mr. Hellmer’s first visit to the 
United States was made under the 
Department of State’s program ‘for 
the exchange of persons. He is a 
graduate of the University of Up- 
psala and of the Swedish Royal 
School Board’s library course. Mr. 
Hellmer is a member of the Board 
of the Swedish General Library 
Association. Upon his return to 
Sweden, he will direct a newly- 


established central library service 
in the city of Lund. 


Jackson Free Library 


Miss Dorothy Jones, assistant li- 
brarian of the Jackson Free Li- 
brary, is on leave of absence this 
year while attending Peabody Li- 
brary School. Mrs. Ward, formerly 
of Union University Library is 
serving temporarily in her place as 
a coworker with Miss Alice Drake. 


PLEASE DON’T! 


Please don’t forget to pay your 
1951-52 membership dues today, if 
you haven’t already done so. We 
had 270 members last year and we 
want more than that number this 
year. However, less than half the 
names on our membership list now 
have “Paid 1951-52” marked after 
them. 


Let’s save our hard-working 
Membership Chairman the trouble 
of contacting us; let’s send our 
$2.00 to Mrs. Karl Kaestle at the 
Goodwyn Institute Library in 
Memphis. She will also be happy to 


receive some $5.00 institutional 
dues. 

The current issue of the TEN. 
NESSEE LIBRARIAN is being 
sent to everyone who has paid 
T.L.A. dues in the last two years. 
The next two issues of the maga- 
zine will go only to those people 
who have paid dues since the Men- 
phis meeting in April. We've got 
to bring our membership and mail- 
ing lists up-to-date and bring in 
the money needed to support the 
activities of the Association. 

R.S.A. 


A COMPLETE LIBRARY SERVICE DEPARTMENT 


OFFERING ALL THE FACILITIES FOR 
SUPPLYING ALL YOUR LIBRARY NEEDS 


AT LIBERAL DISCOUNTS 


THE METHODIST BOOK STORE 


810 Broadway 


Nashville, Tennessee 
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Books—Records—Stationery 
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A. Let us help select your Library Books 
—— We specialize only in the best 


NOVELS 
YOUTH BOOKS 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


Plus Religious Books and. Materials of All Kinds 
15% Discount to Libraries 


BAPTIST BOOK STORE 


308 WEST CHURCH—KNOXVILLE 08, TENNESSEE 


CHARLES ELDER, Bookseller 


2705 West End Avenue 
Nashville, Tennessee 
USED BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 


Specializing in Tennesseana 
and Confederate Material 





This semi-circular shelving-desk in The Library of Congress Catalog in bod 
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built by Library Bureau* to fill a special reference, 
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this library interior. The shelves hold The Princeton University. , 
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LB HELPS YOU DESIGN IT 


Library Bureau is always glad to work For details on LB Furniture a 
directly with your architects to help you Catalog LB403. Address: 513 U 
plan your library—to contribute the fruit Ave., Knoxville 30; or 341 Madiso 2 
of our 75 years experience in building Memphis 5; or 806 Church St., Na 
quality products for America’s libraries. 3; or 717 Walnut St., Chattanooga 
LB equipment is built to be both useful : 4 
and beautiful ten, twenty, even fifty 
years hence. Your replacement cost 
becomes virtually nil. And when you § eee, § Study Carrell, of 
7 | | famous natural bird 
expand, LB can always supply you with for the same Iau 
furniture that harmonizes perfectly with 
what you already have. 
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